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Introduction

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) Division of Environmental
Health (DEH) has identified gaps in drinking water informational resources, especially for
private residential well owners. Because of this, we have developed the MiWell Drinking Water
and Health Promotion Program. This program includes creative tools to help all Michiganders
become actively involved in understanding their homes’ drinking water.

This toolkit compiles the DEH resources that are currently available. They can be freely used by
state and local organizations to promote drinking water education in their communities. The
content of the toolkit will:

e increase Michiganders’ knowledge and awareness of how drinking water may impact
health.

e encourage Michiganders to take the right actions to reduce and prevent exposures.

e be updated as new materials are developed, so check back often to see what is new! You
can also subscribe at bit.ly/Drinking-Water-Health-Newsletter to our drinking water and
health newsletter so you’ll be aware of updates.

Toolkit Purpose

This toolkit contains prepared, science-based social media messages, graphics, videos,
and printable materials. All these materials are designed to make sharing drinking water
information easy! Sharing information about drinking water and health helps support the
outreach and education aims of the Drinking Water and Health Promotion Program. It also
ensures that Michiganders know where their drinking water comes from and the simple
actions they can take to ensure they’re not being exposed to lead, arsenic, PFAS, coliform
bacteria and E.coli, or other potential contaminants that can end up in our drinking water.

How to Use This Toolkit

We encourage you to share our materials through various avenues to reach more
Michiganders with important information about drinking water and health. Consider social
media platforms, websites, mailers, and more.

Click on each icon to download the image or document of interest. Once downloaded, you can
share, save, or print the image or document.


http://bit.ly/Drinking-Water-Health-Newsletter 

Social Media Posts

The following social media posts have been designed to communicate critical drinking
water information to Michigan residents. Topics covered include:

Private Residential Well Drinking Water Testing
Private Residential Well Maintenance

Private Residential Wells

Groundwater

Learn Where Your Drinking Water Come From
Drinking Water Contaminants

Posts are organized by social media platform. View and save images by clicking the
icon/image. The image will open in a new window where you can then download and
save to your files. You can copy and paste the post content to share along with the
corresponding image.



Facebook/Instagram Posts
Topic: Private Residential Well Drinking Water Testing

Spring showers bring flooding water!

mDHHS ¥ If you have a well, flooding water can be a problem. Water can collect
contaminants found on the ground as it pools. If your well is poorly
constructed or maintained, these contaminants could end up in your
drinking water. Flood water can also carry debris that can damage the
wellhead, allowing contaminants to enter your drinking water.

If flooding happens near your well, consider testing the water you
drink for coliform bacteria, nitrate, and nitrite.

Learn about other times you should consider testing your well water
at bit.ly/MiWellTesting. You can also call MDHHS Drinking Water
Hotline 844-934-1315.

Do you know if your well water is safe to drink?

M?'DHHS The only way to know is to test your water. In Michigan, private
Test your well water is not required to be routinely tested like a public water
well water! supply.

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
recommends testing your well water:

e Every year for coliform bacteria, nitrate, and nitrite
\ e Every 3 to 5 years for arsenic, copper, and lead
2 h Learn about other times you should test your well water at

bit.ly/MiWellTesting. You can also call MDHHS Drinking Water
Hotline 844-934-1315.

M&DHHS

Be well water Be well water healthy! If you have a private residential well, routinely
healthyl test your drinking water to know it’s safe.
Get your private A United States Geological Survey study found that 23% of tested

lqresidential well wells contained one or more contaminants above federal drinking

g \ater tested. water standards or health-based levels.
M. Learn more about testing your water at bit.ly/MiWellTesting. You can
. also call the MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.

voHHs g @ V starting a family?
Get your private residential  Have a private residential well and thinking about starting a family?

well water tested! Get your drinking water tested!

Contaminants may enter drinking water unnoticed. Many have no
color, taste, or smell. Pregnant persons, infants, and young children’s
health can be more at risk from some contaminants.

Learn more at bit.ly/MiWellTesting. You can also call the MDHHS
Drinking Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.
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MRDHHS

Is the private
residential well
water safe?

M&DHHS
| Is your private |

residential well
water safe?

DV o
TrIVIa

; How often does MDHHS recommend

- testing your private residential well

Sl \ater for coliform bacteria?

‘ Every six months

B. Every year

C. Every 2 years

D. Every 5 years

L |

VM <
TrIVIa

The only way to know your well water

=3 is a safe drinking water source is by:

| @ Tastingit

B. Touching it

C. Testing it through a certified drinking
water laboratory

D. Smelling it

™ (3 .
[ @ .

Facebook/Instagram Posts

Are you looking to buy a home with a private residential well?

Test the water to make sure it’s safe for you and your family! Learn
more about testing and what to test for at bit.ly/MiWellTesting. You
can also call the MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.

Check with the county to see what testing may be required before a
real estate transaction.

Are you a new homeowner with a private residential well?

Know the quality of your water to protect your health.
Contaminants can enter drinking water unnoticed. Many have no
color, taste, or smell and some can be harmful. Testing your water
is the only way to know if it’s safe.

Learn more about testing and what to test for at
bit.ly/MiWellTesting. You can also call the MDHHS Drinking Water
Hotline at 844-934-1315.

The correct answer is B. Test your residential well water every
year for coliform bacteria. Learn more about testing your private
residential well water at bit.ly/MiWellColiformBacteria or call
MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.

The correct answer is C. Test your residential well water routinely
to ensure you have a safe drinking water source. Learn more about
testing your private residential well water at bit.ly/MiWellTesting or
call MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.
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Topic: Private Residential Well Maintenance

MRDHHS

| Is your private |
residential well
water safe?

Don’t forget to MEDHHS
inspect your private
residential well!

Wellcap

Wellhead

MBDHHS (g
Keep your

yard clean to
protect your
private residential
well water!

Facebook/Instagram Posts

As a private residential well owner, have you ever wondered how
safe your water is?

Contaminants can enter water undetected, as many have no smell,
taste, or color. Protect your loved ones by keeping your water safe
by knowing how to:

e Maintain your well
e Test your drinking water
e Treat your water, if needed

Learn more on how to keep your water safe at
bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance. You can also call the MDHHS Drinking
Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.

Taking care of your private residential well is good for your health!
Protect yourself and your loved ones from contaminants that can
make you sick by:

* Inspecting your wellhead and well system

e Creating a routine well maintenance schedule that includes
testing your water

e Keeping a record of your maintenance to reference

Learn more about these well maintenance tips at
bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance. You can also call the MDHHS Drinking
Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.

Private residential well owners, do you check for cracks and
openings on your wellhead and well cap several times a year?

A wellhead and well cap keep polluted rainwater, insects, and
small animals from getting into the well. If these get in, it can
make your water unhealthy.

Learn more about well maintenance at
bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance. You can also call the MDHHS Drinking
Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.

Own a private residential well? Never store, use, or dump
harmful products in your yard. These can soak into the ground
and contaminate the water you drink. Find a local household
hazardous waste program to correctly dispose of products you no
longer need: bit.ly/EGLEHazardousWaste.

Learn more ways you can protect your drinking water at
bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance. You can also call the MDHHS Drinking
Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.
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MRDHHS

Have your private
residential well system
inspected!

MRDHHS - ’

Store and apply lawn
products away from
your wellhead.

FIVIa
Which of these should you NOT do for
hw - private residential well maintenance?
R . Inspect your wellhead
B. Store chemicals near your wellhead
(C. Test your water routinely
D. Keep records of your well maintenance

@l | o,

Facebook/Instagram Posts

As a private residential well owner, have you ever had your well
system inspected?

Well systems should be inspected by a professional at least every
10 years. Making sure your well system is in good condition means
safer water to drink!

Learn more well maintenance tips at bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance. You
can also call the MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.

Getting your lawn ready for spring?

As a well owner, remember to never store, use, or dump lawn
fertilizers and pesticides near your wellhead. If your wellhead or
cap has cracks or is not properly sealed, these products could get
into your well. They can also seep into the ground and contaminate
groundwater.

Always follow application instructions for fertilizers and pesticides
and don’t over-apply near the wellhead.

Learn more ways you can protect your well at
bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance. You can also call MDHHS Drinking Water
Hotline 844-934-1315.

Private well owners: Can you easily get to your wellhead for
maintenance?

If you’re not sure, now would be a good time to look. Your
wellhead should always be easy to access, and structures should
never be built over it.

Learn more well maintenance tips at bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance.
You can also call MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline 844-934-1315.

The correct answer is B. Never store, use, or dump
chemicals near your wellhead. Chemicals can get into your
well or seep into the ground and contaminate the water
you drink.

Learn more ways you can protect your drinking water at
bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance or call MDHHS Drinking Water
Hotline at 844-934-1315.
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A private residential well should
pump water from:

@ A lake

B. A river

C. A stream
D. Groundwater

N

sy

The correct answer is D. Private residential wells should pump
groundwater from deep below the Earth’s surface. Groundwater
is water from rain and snow that soaked into the soil and moved
downward through cracks and other openings in rocks and sand
over time. Learn more about ways you can protect your drinking
water at Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and choose “Care for Miwell”
or call MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.

Topic: Private Residential Wells

Ay

Over 1 million households in
Michigan use a private residential
well for their drinking water.

Having a private residential well means you are responsible
for your own water system! This includes taking care of your
well system to protect your drinking water and health.

FACT!

There’s over one million Michiganders whose drinking water
comes from groundwater pumped by a private residential well.
Do you get your drinking water from a private residential well?

Learn more about wells at Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and
choose “Care for MiWell” or call MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline
at 844-934-1315.

Did you know, contaminants, natural and human-made, can enter
water unnoticed, since many have no smell, taste, or color? Some
can be harmful to your health. Proper well maintenance and
regular water testing can help protect the health of you and your
family.

To learn how to protect your private residential well drinking
water and your health, go to Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and
choose “Care for MiWell.”

44% of Michigan residents
get their drinking water from
groundwater.

(o]

Facebook/Instagram Posts

Fact! Just under half of Michiganders use groundwater as their
drinking water source. This includes both community public water
supplies and private residential wells. Let’s keep our drinking
water sources safe and protect the water you drink. Learn more
about protecting your well at Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and
choose “Care for MiWell” or call MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline at
844-934-1315.
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Myth! 95% of all the fresh water in the world (not including polar
ice caps) is actually groundwater. In Michigan, 44% of residents get
their drinking water from groundwater.

The greatest source of fresh Learn more about groundwater and private residential wells at
water in the world can be found Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and choose “Care for MiWell” or call
in Michigan’s lakes and streams. MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.

Topic: Where your drinking water comes from

Do you know where your
drinking water comes from?

Public/Water Suppiy rwmrTomeemal  \Water is an essential part of all living things. It is also essential

that you are aware of your own drinking water quality. Do you
know where your drinking water comes from?

Go to bit.ly/DrinkingWaterSupplyTypes to learn more about

Community Public Type 3 Public Private Residential MiChigan'S residential water supply types.
Water Supply Water Supply Well
MRDHHS

i ‘ Have you ever wondered where your drinking water comes from or
'\ gﬁ how it gets to your home? Let’s follow water as it goes through our

Groundwater environment and becomes our drinking water in this short video.

@ To learn more about Michigan’s residential water supply types go to
bit.ly/DrinkingWaterSupplyTypes.

Topic: Drinking Water Contaminants
Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) have been used in

mDHHS Learn important information about PFAS to help the industry of manufacturing and commercial produ_ct§ for
el you decide if you should test your drinking water  mgny years. When these products are made or used in industry,
they are sometimes released into the environment. When this
happens and depending on where you live, your well water could
be impacted or contaminated by PFAS.

Unlined

landfills Hn
i iFarm field

i =8l Having a private residential well means that you are responsible
i for your own water system. This includes taking care of your
well system to protect your drinking water and health. Learn
important information about PFAS. It could help you decide if

you should test your drinking water. To learn more about PFAS in

drinking water go to bit.ly/MiWellPFAS.

e
4~————— Groundwater Aquifer
Ww
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Twitter Posts (<280 characters)
Topic: Private Residential Well Drinking Water Testing

MRDHHS

Spring showers bring flooding water!

If you have a well, flooding water can be a problem. Water can
collect contaminants found on the ground as it pools.

Learn about times you should consider testing your well water at
bit.ly/MiWellTesting or call 844-934-1315.

Test your
well water! Do you know if your well water is safe to drink? The only way to

know is to test your water.
h‘h
p | ]

Learn about Michigan Department of Health and Human Services’
recommendations for well water testing at bit.ly/MiWellTesting or
call 844-934-1315.

M&DHHS

Be well Wat'er Routinely test your well water to know it’s safe to drink.
healthy‘ A USGS study found that 23% of tested wells contained

! ~Gr:st,izg:;iglrl\)lvaetlf one or more contaminants above federal drinking water
‘5 water tested. standards or health-based levels.

M Learn more about water testing at bit.ly/MiWellTesting or
\ call 844-934-1315.

voHHs g @ V starting a family?

Get your private residential

well water tested! Have a private residential well and thinking about starting a

family? Get your drinking water tested!

Pregnant persons, infants, and young children’s health can be
more at risk from some contaminants.

Learn more at bit.ly/MiWellTesting or call 844-934-1315.

Twitter Posts 11
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MRDHHS

Is the private
residential well

water safe? Are you looking to buy a home with a private residential well?

Test the water to make sure it’s safe for you and your
family! Learn more about testing and what to test for at
bit.ly/MiWellTesting or call 844-934-1315.

M&DHHS
| Is your private |

residential well
water safe?

Are you a new homeowner with a private residential well?

Contaminants can enter drinking water unnoticed. Many have no
color, taste, or smell and some can be harmful. Test your water to
know if it’s safe.

Learn more about testing at bit.ly/MiWellTesting or call
844-934-1315.

hepra testing your private residential well
Sl \ater for coliform bacteria?

‘ Every six months

B. Every year

C. Every 2 years

D. Every 5 years

T 3 ; .

The correct answer is B. Test your residential well water every
year for coliform bacteria. Learn more about testing your private
residential well water at bit.ly/MiWellColiformBacteria or call
MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.

IrIVIa=
The only way to know your well water
=3 is a safe drinking water source is by:

| @ Tastingit

B. Touching it

The correct answer is C. Test your residential well water routinely
to ensure you have a safe drinking water source. Learn more about
testing your private residential well water at bit.ly/MiWellTesting or

C’T/:/E;F;enrgl;)g};céggy g ceriiied drinking : call MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline at 844-934-1315.
D. Smelling it
. W/ o
: /M&DHHS
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Topic: Private Residential Well Maintenance

MRDHHS

| Is your private |
residential well
water safe?

Don’t forget to MEDHHS
inspect your private
residential well!

Wellcap

Wellhead

MBDHHS (g

Keep your
yard clean to
protect your
private residential
well water!

Twitter Posts

As a private residential well owner, do you wonder how safe your
water is?

Protect your family by knowing how to:

e Maintain your well
e Test your drinking water
e Treat your water, if needed

Learn more on how to keep your water safe at
bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance or call 844-934-1315.

Protect your family from harmful contaminants by:

¢ Inspecting your well system

e Creating a routine well maintenance schedule, including water
testing

e Keeping a record of your maintenance

Learn more about well maintenance tips at
bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance or call 844-934-1315.

Private residential well owners, do you check for cracks and
openings on your wellhead and well cap often?

A wellhead and well cap keep polluted rainwater, insects, and small
animals from getting into the well.

Learn more at bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance or call 844-934-1315.

Own a private residential well? Never store, use, or dump harmful
products in your yard. Find a local household hazardous waste
program to correctly dispose of products you no longer need:
bit.ly/EGLEHazardousWaste.

Learn more at bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance or call 844-934-1315.

13
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MRDHHS

Have your private
residential well system
inspected!

As a private residential well owner, have you ever had your well
system inspected?

Well systems should be inspected by a professional at least every 10
years.

Learn more well maintenance tips at bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance or
call 844-934-1315.

MEDHHS e ¢
Store and apply lawn -

products away from
your wellhead.

. P Getting your lawn ready for spring?

As a well owner, never store, use, or dump lawn fertilizers and
pesticides near your wellhead. They can seep into the ground and
contaminate groundwater.

Learn more at bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance or call 844-934-1315.

Private well owners: Can you easily get to your wellhead for
maintenance?

If you’re not sure, now would be a good time to look. Your wellhead
should be easy to access and structures should never be built over
it.

Learn more tips at bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance or call 844-934-1315.

: Which of these should you NOT do for
o / private residential well maintenance?
RE .Inspect your wellhead

B. Store chemicals near your wellhead

(€. Test your water routinely

D. Keep records of your well maintenance

& "
& | dmows,

Twitter Posts 14

The correct answer is B. Never store, use, or dump chemicals
near your wellhead. Chemicals can get into your well or seep into
the ground and contaminate the water you drink.

Learn more at bit.ly/MiWellMaintenance or call 844-934-1315.
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https://www.michigan.gov/images/mdhhs/Drinking_Water_Toolkit_Post_T_742594_7.png

A private residential well should
pump water from:

@ A lake

B. A river

C. A stream
D. Groundwater

N

The correct answer is D. Private wells should pump
groundwater from deep below Earth’s surface. Groundwater

is water from rain and snow that soaked into soil and moved
downward through openings in rocks and sand. Learn more at
Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and choose “Care for MiWell” or call
844-934-1315.

Over 1 million households in
Michigan use a private residential
well for their drinking water.

M— Having a private residential well means you are responsible
‘DHHS for your own water system! This includes taking care of your
well system to protect your drinking water and health.

FACT!

There’s over one million Michiganders whose drinking water
comes from groundwater pumped by a private residential well.
Do you get your drinking water from a private residential well?

Learn more about wells at Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and
choose “Care for MiWell” or call 844-934-1315.

Did you know, contaminants can enter water unnoticed, since
many have no smell, taste, or color? Some can be harmful to
your health. Proper well maintenance and water testing can help
protect the health of you and your family.

To learn more go to Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and choose “Care
for MiWell.”

44% of Michigan residents
get their drinking water from
groundwater.

- ©

Twitter Posts

Fact! Just under half of Michiganders use groundwater as their
drinking water source. This includes both community public water
supplies and private residential wells. Learn more about protecting
your well at Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and choose “Care for
MiWell” or call 844-934-1315.
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https://www.michigan.gov/images/mdhhs/Drinking_Water_Toolkit_Post_U_742595_7.png
https://www.michigan.gov/images/mdhhs/Drinking_Water_Toolkit_Post_N_742589_7.png
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/Drinking_Water_Toolkit_Post_X_742597_7.mp4
http://Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth
http://Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth
http://Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth
https://www.michigan.gov/images/mdhhs/Drinking_Water_Toolkit_Post_O_742590_7.png
http://Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth

Myth! 95% of all the fresh water in the world (not including polar
ice caps) is groundwater. In Michigan, 44% of residents get their
drinking water from groundwater.

The greatest source of fresh Learn more about groundwater and private residential wells at
water in the world can be found Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and choose “Care for MiWell” or call
in Michigan’s lakes and streams. 844-934-1315.

&

Topic: Where your drinking water comes from

Do you know where your
drinking water comes from?

Public Water Supply Private Water Supply AGLGASEL essential part of all living things. It is also essential

that you are aware of your own drinking water quality. Do you
know where your drinking water comes from?

Go to bit.ly/DrinkingWaterSupplyTypes to learn more about

Community Public Type 3 Public Private Residential MiChigan'S residential water supply types.
Water Supply Water Supply Well
MDHHS
i ‘ Have you ever wondered where your drinking water comes from or
'\(} how it gets to your home? Let’s follow water as it goes through our

Groundwater environment and becomes our drinking water in this short video.

@ To learn more about Michigan’s residential water supply types go to
bit.ly/DrinkingWaterSupplyTypes.

Topic: Drinking Water Contaminants

Learn important information about PFAS to help
mDHHS you decide if you should test your drinking water
When per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are made
or used in industry, they are sometimes released into the
environment.

Unlined "
landfills Hn
i iFarm field

; el Learn important information about PFAS to help you decide
: if you should test your drinking water. To learn more go to
bit.ly/MiWellPFAS.

“—
4~————— Groundwater Aquifer
Ww
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https://www.michigan.gov/images/mdhhs/Drinking_Water_Toolkit_Post_W_742596_7.png
https://www.michigan.gov/images/mdhhs/Drinking_Water_Toolkit_Post_Q_742591_7.png
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F8Wy2-zsmgu4&data=04%7C01%7CWardK9%40michigan.gov%7Cd860d86f1d23489d1df208d90c1b2667%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637554133003919894%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BCLPmJtqtjhMlfUk1juaxIR6buiCd73ILVCJAsAA9OI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.michigan.gov/images/mdhhs/Drinking_Water_Toolkit_Post_Y_742598_7.png
http://Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth

Educational Material

The following educational material have been developed and designed to communicate
critical drinking water information to Michigan residents. Material in this toolkit provide
in depth information about:

e where your drinking water comes from
e best drinking water practices, and
e common drinking water contaminants.

View and save the fact sheet by clicking on the icon/image. The material will openin a
new window where you can then download and save to your files.
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Fact Sheets

Drinking Water Contaminants

Coliform Bacteria

Coliform Bacteria in Drinking Water
for Well Owners

What are coliform bacteria?

Wpesot £ cou
i kg waeeCan ke you Sk

What health problems can coliform bacteria cause? T
Vomitin
® ] Sstomach

Vomiing.fever, o Grthea. Chidren 3 the edery are more o sk rom
thee bacers

Fever
ke you sick oreven cause desth.

How does coliform bacts

ia get into your well water?
When cotform bcteri re washed into the ground

I
Domaged wellhead with

* orting e s t0 o0 drinkiog [ p———
T, o gvden hoses Photo provided by Bary.Eston Ditrict Hesth Daprtmant

Coliform Bacteria (Spanish)

Coliform Bacteria (Arabic)

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl
Substances (PFAS)

Michigan PFAS Response Website

PFAS in Drinking Water

for Private Residential Well Owners

in the industry of manufocturing and commercia products
years. When these productsare made or used in
d nto the environment:

well systom and Knowing yur SurTounCingS 0 protect your
driking wter and heath.

drinking water,

How PFAS get into drinking water

They are o used in manulataring processes.

‘which becomes drinking water

Commaon sources of PFAS in groundwater

Fretgning foams

I3l 555 i unined gl can 5eep nto groundwster.

once appled, it
can seep into rounditer

Fact Sheets

Copper

Copper in Drinking Water

What is copper?

miing anat
be heathy.
What health problems can copper cause?

babies may be
more seniive (o elevated copper eves.
n o,
thir body

How does copper get into my drinking water?

Copper can b found ngroundwater and suface water used for
inking water Hawever, copper oundn drinking watr often corres
om a home's pipes o aucets, When copper ipes ge lder,they may

tar o sk down, leting the meta et into the watr.

"How muchcopper s permited inmy water?

e Michgan Department f tronment

EGLE) and the US EnvironmentalPrtection Ageney (EP)imits how

Cuent

Griking wter When 10 percent of tested homes on e ame pubic
water supply hove copper above 1,300 part per billon (opb) n the
Wate,the water suppler act to ower the amountof copper I the.

How do I know if copper is in my drinking water?
h s siks,fucets, ond

3 metalic orbiter tate n drinking water.

unlaily, fes, and InStrcrcns, it Mchizan 20, £G4 £t and clek on “rinking Water Laboratory”

Lead
Michigan.gov/MilLeadSafe

Lead in Drinking Water
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ome n ther e, tour dnnking water i one way Yo
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ieadindning ot canb hrmbl o
Apmeialy o -

e

How lead gats into drinking water

The mest common source o Ieod n Grnking water I "Oider Pombing, O1der Tucets, REnEs, 3nd
e

s, s Twets Wl bt e,
pleces (parcultes) can break away. L6ad e
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=
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Nitrate and Nitrite

Nitrate and Nitrite in Drinking Water

for Well Owners

What are nitrate and nitrite?

the human body.

What health problems can nitrate and nitrite cause?

chids doctor i you have concerns about methemoglobinemia
Pregnant Women and Infants
uning pregancy, the blood' sy o carry cxygen changes. When

developingtis conditon icreases.

Younger han sx month of 2. Intancs can develop s condirion
when given water o formula made it water that hs high amounts
ofnitrate.fants have sz 30 inthle somsc, esuting in more
bacteia that change nirate o i, Having 00 much e n he
body afects the bood'sabify to carry owygen. This causes the skin

contactyour s doctor  you noce these symptoms.

How does nitrate get into your well water?

}or raarby

o sermiaers [ e— * raiing sepnc tanks, aramieids and drywats

Nitrate and Nitrite (Spanish)

Nitrate and Nitrite (Arabic)



https://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-wd-gws-wcu-coliformbactiwellwatersampling_270604_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/PFAS_in_Drinking_Water_APPROVED_05-05-2021_724245_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/Copper_in_Drinking_Water_07-11-2019_ENGLISH_FINAL_718287_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mileadsafe/Lead_in_Drinking_Water_8-21_732986_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/Nitrate_Nitrite_in_Drinking_Water_09-12-2019_FINAL_ENGLISH_680695_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/Coliform_Bacteria_02-07-2020_FINAL_SPANISH_680697_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/Coliform_Bacteria_08-22-2019_APPROVED_ARABIC_743085_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/Nitrate_Nitrite_in_Drinking_Water_02-07-2020_FINAL_SPANISH_680696_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/01_Nitrate_Nitrite_in_Drinking_Water_09-12-2019_Approved_ARABIC_743083_7.pdf
http://michigan.gov/pfasresponse
http://Michigan.gov/MiLeadSafe

Drinking Water Best Practices

Private Residential
Well Maintenance Drinking Water Testing Cleaning your Aerator

Drinking Water Well Maintenance Protect Against the Unknown:
Test Your Drinking Water from Your Well
t -

Cleaning Your Aerators

What are aerators and when should they b

Well Inspection
Welhead and Well Cap

Trom ponding nesrthe welheod

Private Residential _ Cleaning your Aerator (Spanish)
Well Maintenance (Spanish)

Private Residential
Well Maintenance (Arabic)

Know Your Drinking Water

Drinking Water Supply
Types

Drinking Water Supply Types

Type3 Vit

Supply
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/Drinking_Water_Supply_Types_08-06-2020_ENGLISH_APPROVED_WEB_699337_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/Protect_Against_the_Unknown-Test_Your_Drinking_Water_from_Your_Well_10-14-2020_FINAL_WEB_705150_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mileadsafe/2019-6-27_Cleaning_Your_Aerators-English_659279_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/01_Well_Maintenance_07-01-2019_APPROVED_675038_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/01_Well_Maintenance_07-01-2019_APPROVED_SPANISH_680483_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/01_Well_Maintenance_07-01-2019_APPROVED_SPANISH_680483_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/01_Well_Maintenance_07-01-2019_APPROVED_ARABIC_743084_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/01_Well_Maintenance_07-01-2019_APPROVED_ARABIC_743084_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mileadsafe/Cleaning_Your_Aerators_Spanish_661080_7.pdf

Postcards
Mailing Postcard

Learn what you can do to protect
your drinking water and health!

- 2|

nt s Health s Human Services

Having a private residential well means you are
responsible for your own water system. This includes
taking care of the well system to protect your drinking
water and your health.

Natural and human-made contaminants can enter water
unnoticed as many have no smell, taste, or color. Some can be
harmful to your health. Proper well maintenance and regular
water testing can help protect the health of you and your family.

Maintain your well. Test your drinking water.

Work with your local health department or a Michigan-registered
water well driller if you have questions or you find any problems
with your well.

Visit Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and under “Our Programs”

select “Care for MiWell” to learn how to protect your private
residential well drinking water and your health.

Understand your Consider a home water filter or
drinking water test results. treatment system if needed.

Non-Mailing Postcard

Learn what you can do to protect
mDHHS your drinking water and health!

.

Michigan Department or Health & Human Services

Having a private residential well means you are responsible for your own water

system. This includes taking care of the well system to protect your drinking

water and your health.

‘ Natural and human-made contaminants can enter water unnoticed as many have no smell,
L. e taste, or color. Some can be harmful to your health. Proper well maintenance and regular water

Maintain your well. Test your drinking water. testing can help protect the health of you and your family.

Work with your local health department or a Michigan-registered water well driller if you have
questions or you find any problems with your well.

Visit Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and choose “Care for MiWell” to learn how

to protect your private residential well drinking water and your health.

Understand your Consider a home water filter or
drinking water test results. treatment system if needed.
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/MiWell_Postcard_07-26-2021_Mailer_FINAL_743375_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/MiWell_Postcard_07-26-2021_Non-Mailer_FINAL_743376_7.pdf

Worksheets

The following worksheets have been designed to be fun and entertaining for school-
aged children while they also learn about drinking water. These can be used in
classrooms or as fun at-home activities for children.

All worksheets are standard letter 8.5 x 11 size and one page. View and save the
worksheets by clicking on the icon/image. The worksheet will open in a new window
where you can then download and save to your files.
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Worksheets

Designed for Upper Elementary+

Designed for Middle School+

MBDHHS

MTWELL WAT

START ~ Well Water Test Maze

Testing water is the only way to know
if your water is safe to drink!
Contaminants can enter the water
used for drinking. Some can be
harmful to your health.

Make your way through the

maze to collect a water
sample for testing.

To learn more about testing your drinking water, visit

Michigan.gov/EnviroHealth and choose “Care for MiWell”

Worksheets
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MTWELL WATER

These words are about well water
and making sure it's safe to drink.
How many can you find?
Words are hidden in the water droplet.
They can be read forward or backward and
found across, diagonal, or up and down.

Clean
Contamination
Drinking Water
Faucet Aerator
Groundwater
Health

Inspect
Laboratory
Maintenance
Pollution

Safe
Treatment
Water Quality
Water Test
Well

Well Cap

Well Head
Well System
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and choose



https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/MiWell_Water_Test_Maze_10-05-2020_APPROVED_Upper_Elementary+_704769_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mdhhs/MiWell_Word_Search_10-05-2020_APPROVED_Middle_School+_704773_7.pdf

Videos

The following videos have been designed to help explain topics related to drinking
water and health. View the video by clicking on the icon/image. The video will open in
a new window. You can then copy the link to the video to share!
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Videos

Where does your drinking water come from? Follow water
from start to tap.

Videos



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F8Wy2-zsmgu4&data=04%7C01%7CWardK9%40michigan.gov%7Cd860d86f1d23489d1df208d90c1b2667%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637554133003919894%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BCLPmJtqtjhMlfUk1juaxIR6buiCd73ILVCJAsAA9OI%3D&reserved=0

Contact Us

To request printed materials (while supplies last), please complete this request form.
You can also call the MDHHS Drinking Water Hotline at 844-934-1315 to request
supplies or if you have any questions about the materials we have provided.
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h3D71Xc3rUKWaoku9HIl0egoUpY96M5Ei-j3E-xgtztUQVRIRzdBN1AyNDQ4N01OUVJMMEhLUEU3Qy4u&wdLOR=cC25714BF-D044-4C7F-8FC9-CC92B2A6165D
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